
Water in the News: Kansas Water Issues 
 
Once a month, we will spend a class period delving into the intersection of water science and the 
news focusing on problems of relevance to different scales (local to global). While we start by 
understanding the most local issues as detailed in documents focused on Kansas, please keep in 
mind that these problems are nested – as we move up in scale, the problems we focus on are also 
issues in Kansas. My goal is for you to apply your knowledge and scientific understanding, 
gained through lectures and class activities, to real-world, current descriptions of problems 
relevant to aquatic ecosystems or water science. These are tough problems, and science is only 
part of the solution to any of these issues. A second goal, therefore, is for you to gain a better 
understanding of how science intersects with policy and public understanding of the problems. 
 
The major readings we will discuss in the first Water in the News focus on a report released just 
about two years ago, called the Kansas Water Vision. We will also read and discuss a scientific 
paper on the extraction rates and projections from the Ogallala Aquifer. Papers like this form the 
backbone of policy documents, and thus, it’s important to learn to read like a scientist and 
understand how scientific writing presents problems differently than policy writing. Finally, we 
will read two short articles from the Lawrence Journal World newspaper that cover how water 
related issues will be approached in the 2017 Legislative session.  These four readings will be the 
focus of Quiz 4 – be sure to read them prior to taking the quiz.  We will be discussing the 
questions listed below in class. 
 
Readings: 

1. Public Records (Newspaper Articles): 
a. http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2016/dec/26/lawrence-lawmaker-be-center-fight-

over-water-polic/ 
b. http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2016/dec/28/editorial-tackling-water/ 

2. Policy Document: A Long-Term Vision for the Future of Water Supply in Kansas. 
January 2015. Kansas Water Office. 81 pages. (available to download on Blackboard) 

3. Scientific Paper: Steward et al. 2013. Tapping unsustainable groundwater stores for 
agricultural production in the High Plains Aquifer of Kansas, projections to 2110. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 110: E3477-E3486. (available to 
download on Blackboard) 

 
Questions: 

1. Where does this information come from: Who wrote or published each of the articles? 
What is that person/group’s goal in contributing to the issue? 

2. What differences do you note between the two newspaper articles?  Why do you think 
these differences exist? What is the point being conveyed in each article? 

3. What are the major findings of the Steward et al. 2013 PNAS paper? What was the 
perceived level of difficulty in reading this paper? How are the paper’s findings different 
or the same as the information reported in the newspaper articles? 

4. What are the major concerns for Kansas water use pointed out in the Vision document?  
How did they come to these conclusions?  What is the mission statement of the Vision 
document, and what kinds of action does the document support? What areas of overlap 
do you see with the Kansas Water Vision and the PNAS paper? 


