
Water in the News, National Edition: Water Infrastructure and Flint Water Crisis 
 
Our third Water in the News will focus on the national-level issue of water infrastructure, with 
an emphasis on the Flint Water Crisis as a harbinger of potential impending problems. The water 
delivery system to many American households is aging and a potential source of lead exposure. 
In 2014-2015, the issue was highlighted in the national news by the tragic Flint Water Crisis, 
which resulted from a combination of environmental, social and economic drivers. We will read 
a newspaper article (USA Today) that helps put the crisis in a national context. We will also read 
a Smithsonian Magazine article that sets up the scientific article. The science article, in 
Environmental Science & Technology, describes the lead levels in the “Ground Zero” home in 
Flint. Finally, we will read a white paper (a document that covers science literature to inform 
policy, but is not scientifically reviewed itself) about impending changes to the EPA regulations 
regarding lead exposure in drinking water.  
 
Readings: 

1. National Media 
a. http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2016/03/11/nearly-2000-water-systems-fail-

lead-tests/81220466/ 
b. http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/chemical-study-ground-zero-

house-flint-water-crisis-180962030/ 
2. Scientific research 

a. Pieper et al. 2017. Flint Water Crisis Caused by Interrupted Corrosion Control: 
Investigating “Ground Zero” Home. Environmental Science & Technology 51: 
2007-2014. 

3. Policy 
a. EPA Office of Water. Lead and Copper Rule Revisions White Paper. 2016. 

 
 
Questions: 

1. Where does this information come from: Who wrote or published each of the articles? 
What is that person/group’s goal in contributing to the issue? Who paid for this 
information to be in each article? 

2. What is the major take-home message of each article? 
3. Do you think this is an issue in Kansas? If so, where? How would you know if there is 

lead in your drinking water? 
4. What is the role of regulations in our society? 

 
 
If you want to know more about how Flint’s water crisis came to be, this is a great data-oriented 
story from FiveThirtyEight: https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/what-went-wrong-in-flint-water-
crisis-michigan/. There is also an excellent accompanying podcast on the article. 
 


